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Beckoning for our hands  
 
Eight ways to change the 
world 
 
To eradicate extreme 
poverty and hunger 
 
One day at a time 
 
To give all children a 
primary school education  
 
These kids have ambition 
 
To promote gender equality 
and empower women 
 
Things are changing 
 
To reduce by two thirds the 
mortality rate among 
children under five 
 
Trouble in paradise 
 
To improve maternal health 
 
A simple goal that seems so 
distant 
 
To combat HIV/Aids, 
malaria and other diseases  
 
We can help bring people 
back to life 
 
To ensure environmental 
sustainability 

Beckoning for our hands  
 
Jeffrey D Sachs, special adviser to the UN's secretary 
general, Kofi Annan 
Wednesday September 7, 2005  
 
The Millennium Development Goals will be achieved when we 
truly understand our common fate on this planet. 

In a crowded world, there is no longer a place that is "too poor" 
or "too remote" to matter. Terror can emerge from Afghanistan, 
the next influenza from duck farms in Asia, worldwide climate 
change from factories in Detroit or Manchester. And by the 
same token, the next great scientific or artistic breakthrough 
can come from any corner of our planet. In short, our safety, 
our security and our very humanity depend on taking seriously 
the lives and fates of others.  

This remarkable exhibition of photographs on behalf of the 
Millennium Development Goals brilliantly highlights our 
common humanity. We look at photos of people living in 
extreme poverty but see first and foremost their humanity and 
spirit and dedication, even in the midst of extreme deprivation. 
Their eyes don't call for our pity but for our camaraderie and 
partnership and empathy. 

Around 1 billion people on the planet struggle for their very 
survival each day, and thousands lose that struggle, 
succumbing to hunger, illness, and natural hazards simply 
because they are too poor to stay alive.  

There is no reason for this kind of suffering in the 21st century. 
The people we see are fully capable of becoming highly 
productive and secure members of the world community, if 
they are just given a helping hand.  

These photos indeed beckon for our hand. 

 
 

 

Printable version | Send it to a friend | Save story  

Page 1 of 2Guardian Unlimited | Special reports | Beckoning for our hands

9/9/2005http://www.guardian.co.uk/millenniumgoals/story/0,16440,1560634,00.html



Privacy policy  |  Terms & conditions  |  Advertising guide  |  A-Z index  |  About this site 
 

Guardian Unlimited © Guardian Newspapers Limited 2005

  
 
 

 
 

Page 2 of 2Guardian Unlimited | Special reports | Beckoning for our hands

9/9/2005http://www.guardian.co.uk/millenniumgoals/story/0,16440,1560634,00.html


